Google Search Tips - How To Search the Web More Effectively


Basics
1.. Try to predict what will be on the target page: use phrases e.g:

“state capital of california”

“human rights report”

“arctic ice floes”

(Remember to use quotation marks round phrases)

2. Google is an AND search engine. E.g:

arctic ice floes

means “find all pages which have the words ‘arctic’ and ‘ice’ and ‘floe’ in it. To find specific evidence of the size of the floes, you would need to put the phrase in quotes.
3. OR must be in capitals and can only be used once:

Italy racism OR racist attacks

4. The minus sign (‐) use to exclude a word from your results

    * Yankee -New York

    * "polar bear" -grizzly

More Advanced: Tags:

1. Google has many tags which can be used to refine your search. All of these tags must be lower case, and followed by a colon (:) and have no spaces.
2. The most important tags are as follows:
	define
	provides a definition of a word
	define: business

	related
	finds pages related to or similar to the selected site
	related:www.wikipedia.com

	filetype
	searches for a particular kind of file, eg powerpoint (ppt) or Adobe (pdf) or Word (doc)
	filetype:doc

	site
	searches a specific website or part of a domain (eg corn or at or uk or org)
	site:www.economist.com 
site:edu 
site:ac.uk

	inurl
	searches the url of a page
	inurl:philosophy

	intitle
	searches for a word in the title of a page
	intitle:kant

	allintitle
	searches for more than one word in the title of a page
	allintitle:the great depression


Other Useful Features
1. * will find any word (but not parts of a word.) There must be a space on each side of the asterisk, eg:

Vladimir * Putin 
will find Vladimir Viadimirovich Putin, Vladimir V. Putin etc

2. ˜ will find words with a similar meaning or shape, eg

˜journal 

will find journal, and journals, but also (probably) magazine and newspaper and periodical and quarterly...

Some Examples: 

depression (mental disorder)
Search Terms # of results

depression 169,000,000

depression –great 108,000,000

depression –great seasonal 3,020,000

depression –great seasonal FAQ 1,100,000

depression –great seasonal FAQ site:gov 15,700

Depression –great seasonal FAQ site:gov symptoms 502

the Great Depression (historical event)

Search Terms # of results

the great depression 66,500,000

“the great depression” 13,200,000

“the great depression” site:edu 545,000

“the great depression” site:edu “black blizzards” 47

“the great depression” site:gov 98,000

“the great depression” site:gov “black blizzards” 9

Task 

1.  Write a topic you want to research for our E-Twinning project:  ____________________________ .

Use the search techniques and see how you can narrow your search for the exact information you want.
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 Feedback. Did you find the answer you wanted?  Summarize your answer. How does this answer help you with our project?______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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